
The Department of Physics is establishing the Henry Moseley Society to 
honour the memory of a truly great Oxford scientist and to help secure the 
future of Oxford Physics.

By becoming a member of the Henry Moseley Society, alumni and friends 
of the Department can contribute to the next great breakthroughs made by 
Oxford Physicists.    

In his mid-twenties, a hundred years ago, Henry Moseley was responsible 
for what de Broglie called “one of the greatest advances yet made in natural 
philosophy.”  

Today, Oxford Physicists are following in the footsteps of pioneers like 
Henry Moseley and are making a big impact on issues of great significance 
from exploring the mysteries of the cosmos and the world of particle 
physics to understanding the evolution of Earth’s climate and addressing 
the need for green energy.

This leaflet sets out further information about Henry Moseley’s 
achievements, the Society and how to become a member.
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Henry Moseley 

Henry G.J. Moseley was born in Weymouth, Dorset, in 1887.  Moseley 
graduated from Trinity College, Oxford, in 1910, with second class 
Honours.

Following the outbreak of war in 1914, he joined the Royal Engineers and 
was killed in action in 1915 at the age of 27.  

During his short research career, he single-handedly carried out work 
of breathtaking originality, simplicity and significance.  In a brilliant 
series of experiments, this young Oxford graduate established that the 
defining property of an element was the atomic number Z, the number of 
charges on its nucleus.  This gave a physical basis for the periodic table of 
the elements, which had hitherto been ordered according to their atomic 
weights with empirical adjustments.  As a result, it became clear what 
the correct order is, how many had not been discovered, and what their 
atomic numbers were, settling decades of controversy.  It also provided a 
simple diagnostic for the presence of elements.   

Further, the work contributed materially to the development of the 
theory of atomic structure, as the X-ray spectra on which Moseley’s 
discovery was based showed that Bohr’s model of the hydrogen atom, the 
first to involve quantization of angular momentum, could also be applied 
to inner-shell transitions of complex atoms.   Moseley corresponded 
with Bohr about the interpretation of his results, but he did not live to 
see this through to fruition.  Bohr commented, many years later: “You 
see, actually the Rutherford work [showing the existence of the nuclear 
atom] was not taken seriously.  We cannot understand today, but it was 
not taken seriously at all.  There was no mention of it….  The great change 
came from Moseley.”  That change, due to a truly great British scientist, 
underpins virtually all of modern physics.



About the Henry Moseley Society
The Henry Moseley Society enables donors to support the Department of Physics.  Initially, 
all gifts will go towards the new Clarendon Laboratory building, which will house Theoretical 
Physics and provide a substantial number of high-tech laboratories for research in quantum 
optics, nanoscience and quantum materials.  In the longer term, the Society will continue to 
encourage support towards other important initiatives such as graduate scholarships.      

The aim is to raise a minimum of £250,000 towards the new building and further information 
about becoming a member is overleaf.    

There will be a number of benefits associated with becoming a member:    

•	 Group	naming	via	a	plaque	of	a	significant	space	in	the	new	building	

•	 Henry	Moseley	Society	benefactors	book	listing	members

•	 Annual	drinks	reception	with	talks	by	Oxford	Physicists

•	 Invitation	to	the	opening	ceremony

•	 Other	members	only	events
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How to become a member
The Department is seeking donations of £1,000 and above to become a member of the Henry 
Moseley Society and we hope members will give to the best of their ability.  This can be a one-
off gift or made over a period of time, such as monthly or annually.  Examples of both can be 
seen in the tables below.     

All gifts will be eligible for Gift Aid as the University has charitable status.  Furthermore, if 
members pay higher rate tax, it is possible to claim, via self assessment, the difference between 
the higher rate and the basic rate of tax on the total gross value of the donation to Oxford 
Physics, significantly reducing the actual cost*.

If you would like to discuss this further, or have any questions, we would be delighted to 
speak to you.

40% Tax 45% Tax

Donation amount Including Gift aid Tax relief * Final cost 
to Donor

Tax relief * Final cost to 
Donor

£1,000 £1,250 £250 £750 £312 £688

£5,000 £6,250 £1,250 £3,750 £1,562 £3,438

£10,000 £12,500 £2,500 £7,500 £3,125 £6,875

Amount required per month and duration

Donation amount 1 year 3 years 5 years

£1,000 £83.33 £27.77 £16.66

£5,000 £416.66 £138.88 £83.33

£10,000 £833.33 £277.77 £166.66

For general enquiries: Val Crowder 

valeria.crowder@physics.ox.ac.uk 
01865 282065

For donations: Will Thomas 

william.thomas@devoff.ox.ac.uk    
01865 611547

* Please note that external financial advice should be sought regarding your personal tax situation
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